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GENERAL COMMITTEE, OLD HOME WEEK 



Lancaster, Past and Present 
B. D. JACKSON 

The corporate existence of Lancaster begins with its form¬ 

ation from the eastern portion of the Town of Clarence in 

1833. The original boundaries included land now forming 

the northern portion of the Town of Elma. 

Western New York developing and settling along the line 

of the Buffalo and Albany Road, it was natural that the first 

settlements in Lancaster should form in the northwestern 

corner of the Town near Bowmansville and here in the years 

1803-1804 came the first pioneers, James and Asa Wood¬ 

ward, David Hamlin and Alanson Eggleston. By the year 

1807 the settlements had extended southerly to the Lancas- 

ter-Alden Roan and in that year Edward Kearney built the 

first house on the site of the Village of Lancaster, the loca 

tion being St. Mary’s Street. This hardy pioneer must have 

been of a progressive type, for he continued building and in 

1810 or 1811 sold to Joseph Carpenter a somewhat preten¬ 

tious log house, near the site of the present Fire House and 

Village Hall, and this building from that time on was known 

as Carpenter’s Tavern. The road from Alden passed Car¬ 

penter’s Tavern continuing due west and crossing Cayuga 
Creek at the junction of Buffalo Road where Ahaz Allen had 

established a grist mill and Alfred Luce had opened the 

first store. 
The settlement developed rapidly and some of the hardy 

pioneers made purchases of land east of the Village among 

these came Pardon Peckham, Captain Elias Bissel and Ben¬ 

jamin Clark, heroes of the Revolutionary War, whose graves 

with that of Captain Llenry Johnson are in the older portion 

of Lancaster’s Rural Cemetery Buffalo Chapter, Daughters 

of the American Revolution has fittingly marked these 

graves that future generations may be reminded of the valor 

of these early patriots. 



The first communication with the outer world was by a 

line of stages running from Buffalo to Batavia, established 

in 1826. Leaving Buffalo stops were made at Hitchcocks, 

and then Carpenter’s Tavern, where mail was taken and left 

at the post office then known as Cayuga Creek. With the 

organization of the Town the settlement and post office also 

took the name of Lancaster and under this name the village 

was incorporated in 1849. 

Both town and village grew steadily until the opening of 

the Buffalo and Attica Railroad and this gave a marked 

stimulus to the commercial growth of the Village. Several 

new industries were established and from 1845 to 1855 the 
population doubled. 

The courage and spirit of those early settlers, who an¬ 

swered the call to arms in 1776 and 1812, was emulated by 

Lancaster’s brave sons in 1861-1865. The number who went 

to the front is estimated at over 100 and of these many were 

destined never to return. A suitable memorial to our soldier 

dead was dedicated in 1912 through the efforts of Lancaster’s 

patriotic women, the Ladies of the G. A. R., who through 

the co-operation of our Representative in Congress, secured 

two cannons which had done service during the war and 

these were suitably mounted on blocks of granite in front 

of the Town Hall %nd dedicated with appropriate exercises. 

General Stoneman Post, G. A. R.. which now located 
Lancaster, participated in the exercises of the day. 

Enough of the old time history of Lancaster, we are in¬ 

terested in the living present. The settlement has started 

upon its second century of development. Four trunk lines 

of railroad traverse the village. Electric lines afford quick 

service to Buffalo with prospects of extension to the east. 

The principal streets are paved with the best pavements 

known to engineers. 

The highways leading from the village have been like¬ 

wise improved. Our water system is unsurpassed in any 

large city and the rates for service encourage its liberal use. 
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The sewer system recently constructed is complete and 

sanitary and adapted for the needs and development of the 
village for many years. 

The village industries, the Lancaster Machine & Knife 

Works; the American Malleables Company; the Industrial 

Glass Works; Palmer’s Greenhouses and many other lesser 

business enterprises as well as the industrial plants in the 

neighboring Village of Depew, are in flourishing condition 

constantly increasing in size and provide employment for 

thousands. 

Lancaster is peaceable and orderly and its Village govern* 

ment economically conducted. Its people are prosperous 

and progressive; every proposed public improvement is well 

supported and the money appropriated and judiciously ex¬ 

pended. 

Our schools, both public and parochial, are growing 

rapidly and stand in the front rank of the schools of the 
State, giving to our youth the highest and the best educa¬ 

tional opportunity, fitting them for domestic, commercial or 

technical employment, and encouraging them to useful and 

honorable lives. 

Our churches are prosperous and progressive and with 

countless activities along charitable and social lines con¬ 

stantly raise the moral and spiritual tone of the Village, 

stimulating the people to higher thoughts and greater 

achievements. 

Then let this period of festivity, of home coming, and glad 

reunion, be not only a week of gaiety—carnival of fun and 

frolic, but a time of thanksgiving, rejoicing in the growth 

and prosperity of the past, appreciation of the comforts of 

the present and fervent prayer to the Almighty for a con¬ 

tinuance of these blessings in the future. 
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Special Announcements 

It is impossible to forecast all of the events of Lancaster’s 

Old Home Week. From Monday morning until “ Lights 

Out,” Saturday night there will be a constant succession of 

reunions, games, parades, exhibitions, picnics and thrills. 

One good stunt will suggest another. 

The General Committee and Special Committees will be 

in daily session, prepared to adopt new suggestions and to 

take any means for the entertainment of the people and the 

enjoyment of our visitors. 
• i 

There will be ball games daily, parades hourly, music and 

picnics constantly. 

The evening hours may be passed in dancing at the Town 

Hall, Mook’s Grove and Protective Park. 

The Boy Scouts will be on duty, in uniform, as guides and 

escorts for visitors. 

In addition to the general schedule or program as pub¬ 

lished herewith, there will be issued daily, a Special Program 

or Bulletin announcing in detail the various events with 

prizes and any other necessary in formation. 

All visitors are requested to register at the Booth provided 

for that purpose. 
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SUNDAY, JULY 27th, 1913. 

Welcome home services in all Churches in the 
morning. 

7:3Q p. m.—Old Settlers’ reunion at Mook’s Grove. 

Greetings and Eeminiscences. 

Addresses by prominent former residents. 

Old friends always is the best, 
Halest like and heartiest— 

Riley. 
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MONDAY—Civic Day. 

10:00 a. m.—Trap Shooting Contest. Prizes. 

2:30 p. m.—Grand Parade. 

Public officials, School children and School 
organizations. 

Floats representing Business and Manufac¬ 
turing Interests. Parade terminating at 
Protective Park at 4 p. m., when opening 

exercises will be held. 

Addresses: Hon. Herbert P. Bissel and others. 
others. 

7:30 p. m.—Grand Illumination and Fireworks. 

Spectacular and Grotesque Parade, King Car¬ 
nival reigning supreme. 

Prizes. 
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TUESDAY—Firemen’s Day. 

Grand Parade. 

Welcoming visiting delegations. 

Western New York Volunteer Firemen’s Associa¬ 
tion. 

Organization of Convention. 

Ball game, Picnics. 

Firemen’s Night on the Midway. 
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WEDNESDAY—Firemen’s Day. 

Continued for Survivors of Tuesday’s festivities. 

2:00 p. m.—Grand Parade. 

Western New York Volunteer Firemen’s Associa¬ 

tion. 

Hose Races. 

Firemen’s contests. 

Firemen’s Picnics in the Groves. 

Bicycle Race, 5 miles. Prizes. 

Grand Illumination. 
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THURSDAY—Fraternal Day. 

2:00 p. m.—Parade of Boy Scouts, St. Mary’s 
Boys’ Band, Camp Fire Girls. 

Races and Athletic Contests by the Boy 
Scouts. Prizes galore. 

7:30 p. m.—Grand Parade of Fraternal Societies, 
Ladies’ Societies represented by Floats 
of dazzling beauty. 

There will be Moose, Elks, Eagles, Owls, Peli¬ 
cans, Orioles and Human Beings, fol¬ 
lowed by joint picnic of all Lodges in the 
Parks and Groves, with general exchange 
of grips, signs, countersigns, passwords, 
and lodge secrets. 

Fraternal night on the Midway. 
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FRIDAY—Automobile Day. 

Relay Race and Athletic Events. 

Races, Games, Picnics. 

8:00 p. m.—Grand Automobile Parade. 

Prizes for best decorated cars. 

Automobile night on the Midway. 

Motorcycle Policeman Burned in Effigy. 

SATURDAY—Labor and Industrial Day. 

2:00 p. in.—Grand Parade of Labor Organizations. 

Industrial Floats. 

Ball game, Athletic events and Picnics. 

Carnival night on Midway. 

12:00 m.—Lights Out. 
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Lancaster, My Lancaster. 
(Air: “Maryland, My Maryland.”) 

My dear home town, we sing of thee, 
Lancaster, my Lancaster. 

Thy loyal sons we’ll ever be, 
Lancaster, my Lancaster. 

We love thy name, thy praise we sing, 
The future years cannot but bring 
Success to thee in everything, 

Lancaster, my Lancaster. 

Thy sons will come, thy sons will go, 
Lancaster, my Lancaster* 

And each one will some gift bestow, 
Lancaster, my Lancaster. 

By word or deed they will proclaim, 
Thy glories and thine honored name 
Shall live and nothing will defame, 

Lancaster, my Lancaster. 

May each centennial bring thee praise, 
Lancaster, my Lancaster. 

And bring back friends of other days, 
Lancaster, my Lancaster. 

May children’s children cheer thee ’till 
Thy praises sound from hill to hill 
In echoes that are never still, 

Lancaster, my Lancaster. 

May Heaven bless thee, honored town, 
Lancaster, my Lancaster. 

May nothing mar thy great renown, 
Lancaster, my Lancaster. 

May helping hearts and hands entwine, 
As like the oak and tender vine, 
Protecting thee in love divine, 

Lancaster, my Lancaster. 

Dedicated to Lancaster, N. Y., Old Home Week, 

July 27th to August 2nd, 1913. 

0. S. WILLIAMS, 
Lancaster, N. Y. 
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